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Deva Houston, The Artist

Fall Port de Bras, 2023-2024

Hand-painted oil & digitally enhanced/embellished painting;
printed on ChromaLuxe HD metal

‛Fall Port de Bras represents the fall colors — the many 

facets of the diverse dance community that I was 

raised in. I am Fall Port de Bras as I lift my arms to 

embrace the youth, the next generation of dancers in 

Milwaukee and abroad, in the 'carriage of my arms.'" 



Bolanle O. Awosika (b. 1983) 

Prosperous Generations, 2023 

Acrylic on canvas 

LIV (b. 1993) 

Music on the streets of Bronzeville, 2023-2024 

Acrylic paint, felt fabric, pipe cleaners, 
pom-poms, printed photography 

“I want people to look at this piece and understand that there’s a future ahead of us. It is 
within us. We are creative, we’re taking this creative spirit, and we are running with it. I want 

everyone to look at it and be inspired and just feel this legacy that is happening.” 



J. Anthony Josey 
Co-founder and editor of 

Wisconsin Weekly Blade; elected 
“mayor of Bronzeville” in 1945 

Mabel Watson Raimey 
First African American 

woman to get B.A. from 
UW-Madison in 1918 

Judson Minor 
Sworn in as Milwaukee’s 

first African American 
police officer in 1924 

Grant Gordon 
First African American 
principal in Milwaukee 

(Garfield High School, 1960) 

Lucinda Gordon 
Founded Lady Pitts 

School for teen mothers 
in 1968 

Fr. James Groppi 
Catholic priest and civil 

rights activist 

Pauline Redmond 
Coggs 

Civil rights activist, social 
worker and educator 

Ezekiel Gillespie 
Wisconsin’s first African 
American voter in 1849 

Brad Anthony Bernard (b. 1967) | Bernard Art Studios, LLC | Perseverance of Legacy: Milwaukee Bronzeville and Beyond, 2023-2024 Mural design digitally painted on wall vinyl 



Vel R. Phillips 
First woman elected to Milwaukee 

Common Council alderwoman; first 
African American secretary of state 

of Wisconsin 

Rev. Dr. James G. White 
Milwaukee County 

supervisor and 
community activist 

Mandela Barnes 
First African American 
lieutenant governor of 

Wisconsin 

Ferne Yangyeitie 
Caulker 

Founder of Ko-Thi 
Dance Company 

Dr. Jeanette Mitchell 
Founder of African 

American Leadership 
Alliance of Milwaukee 

Tejumola 
Ologboni 

Community griot, 
African drummer, 

and sculptor 

Mildred Harpole 
Civil rights activist, 

educator, fair housing 
advocate 

Dr. Howard Fuller 
Former superintendent of 

Milwaukee Public Schools, civil 
rights activist, education reform 

advocate, academic leader 

Dr. James Cameron 
Founder of America’s Black 

Holocaust Museum and 
civil rights activist 

Dr. Lula Reams 
LGBTQ+ activist and 

co-founder of 
Lesbians of Color 

Reuben Harpole 
Civil rights activist and 
“community’s mayor” 

Brad Anthony Bernard (b. 1967) | Bernard Art Studios, LLC | Perseverance of Legacy: Milwaukee Bronzeville and Beyond, 2023-2024 Mural design digitally painted on wall vinyl with acrylic hand-painted images 



Fondé Bridges |   Healthy Words Orchard of Inspiration, 2024 Digital design inspired by the artist’s proprietary work, printed on wall vinyl 



Rozalia Hernandez-Singh, 
Reynaldo Hernandez 

Reflections, 2024 
Still I Thrive, 2024 

Artists’ acrylic colors and acrylic latex paints 



La Familia de Arte, Inc. 
(Incorporated 2017) 

Bronzeville: Remembering the Past, Living the 
Present, and Visioning the Future, 2024 

Glazed ceramics 



Mutòpe J. Johnson 

Destination Bronzeville MKE, 2020 

Acrylic and mixed media collage 

Rosy Petri (b. 1986) 

Vel 'n' Em, 2020 

Commercial cotton batiks, vintage fabric, hand 
carved linoleum prints, thread over canvas 

Evelyn Patricia Terry (b. 1946) 

The Black Flag, 1970 

Intaglio print, ink on rag paper 

Isaic Pulliam (b. 2001) 

A Performance to Remember, 2024 

Acrylic on canvas 



‛The theme on this side of the table notes how and 
why various ethnic groups arrived in America. 

The Sankofa bird centerpiece, sculpted from metal, 
represents what historians have written — 

that Africa is the cradle of civilization.” 
Shepherd Express 

‛Through adversity, many are forced to strive and 
grow. Adversity seems to be a part of life, and many 
must keep their minds on success in any area of life 

to have even a chance to attain it. 

I’m always working on how people feel about 
being in America.” 

Evelyn Patricia Terry (b. 1946) 

America's Favor: Guests Who Came to Dinner (and Stayed), 2024 

An installation, George Ray McCormick, Sr. Sankofa Bird sculpture, 
wood, steel, found objects 



Bronzeville House Quilt, 2024 

Print and embroidery on various 
textiles with fabric adornments 

Reginald Baylor Studio: 
Reginald Baylor, Melissa 

Courtney, Montavius Jones 



“I settled on red-winged blackbirds because they are fierce protectors of their 
nests and their neighborhoods and their communities. 

Some people might think of them as almost aggressive or fierce, but I think of 
them as lovingly protecting their nests and their families and their homes.” 

John Kowalczyk (b. 1988) 

Red Winged Protectors, 2024 

Acrylic paint, cement, fabric, foam, latex paint 



Kristine Hinrichs Photography (b. 1952) 

They are Essential, 2023-2024 

Photographs of ThriveOn King construction staff 
while working, printed on metal 



Hoop Dreams / Colorful Courts / On the Line, 2023-2024 

Found objects & acrylic paint, plastic, wood, metal, 
nylon, acrylic paint, oil base spray paint, vinyl, rubber 

Vedale Hill, Vedale's Art Studio 
(b. 1988) 



Rakim Wil (b. 1999) 

Through Your Eyez, 2020 and Rumble Young Man, Rumble, 2018 

Digital photographs printed on fine art paper 

“I just really wanted to give them that esteem and solidify them in time. 
... It was Heal the Hood festival, one of those moments when the 

community comes together for the greater good.” 
                                                       Milwaukee Artist Resource Network 



RazitoZuluArtz (b. 1988) 

Cloud Boy, 2022 

Illustrated digitally with Procreate, printed 
on enhanced matte paper with archival ink 

“I truly believe ThriveOn King will be a 
pivotal piece for the surrounding 

community and Milwaukee as a whole.” 
Instagram 



Nehemiah Edwards (b. 1990) 

Together We Thrive, 2024 

Primary Artwork - Latex and plaster on wood canvas; TV display 
- Latex and plaster on plywood, LED TV; Hanging shapes, floor 

decor - Latex on cardboard, 30-gauge iron wire, yarn 



Bronze Unfolding, 2024 

Paint on polytab 
Ras ‘Ammar Nsoroma (b. 1967), Adjua Nsoroma (b. 1999) 

Fr. Stephen Eckert 
St. Benedict the Moor pastor 

and racial justice advocate 

Sylvester Hurd 
Tuskegee Airman 

Reuben and 
Mildred Harpole 

Community leaders 
and advocates 

Loretta Whyte 
Jazz organist-pianist and 
co-owner of The Flame 

Bernice Copeland Lindsay 
Housing activist; Lindsay 

Heights named in her honor 

Canary Savage Girardeau 
First African American 

graduate from UW-Madison 
School of Nursing (1955) 

Nate Harris 
Great Lakes naval 

training band, 1944 
Vel R. Phillips 

Civil rights leader 
and pioneer 

Skeeter Evans 
with the Bernie 

Young Band 

Ardie and Wilbur Halyard 
Co-founders of Columbia 

Savings and Loan; Halyard 
Park named in their honor 

Jack S. Patterson 
Welder and first African American 

bus driver hired in Milwaukee Cricket and Satin Doll 
Specialty dancers at 

The Flame 
Sylvester Sims 

State diving champion, boxer, artist 

Historic Walnut Street 
Economic hub of BronzevilleThe Flame 

Popular nightclub 
at 1315 N 9th St; 

est. 1946 

Fein Brothers 
Restaurant supply 

store est. 1929 

Garfield’s 502 
Named after Ozell’s 
502 Club, est. 1955 

Gimbels-Schuster’s 
Built in 1907, 

department store 
until 1969 

Ideal Tailors 
est. 1921 

Gee’s Clippers 
est. 1995 

Crown Hardware & 
Plumbing Supply 

est. 1957 

St. Benedict the Moor Chapel 
est. 1923 

1920s domestic worker 
Women in domestic jobs 

contributed money and land 
to the Bronzeville community Bob Harris 

First African American 
basketball referee in 

Wisconsin; community 
volunteer 

Calvin A. Reeves 
Formerly enslaved man 

among first African American 
residents of Fox Point 

DreamBikes 
est. 2008 

Mattibelle Woods 
Milwaukee Courier columnist and 

“first lady of Milwaukee’s Black press” Greater Galilee 
Baptist Church 

est. 1920 


